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A retrospective exhibition of works by internationally known Cleveland fiber 
artist Evelyn Svec Ward will be on view at The Cleveland Museum of Art from 
December 28, 1990, to February 3, 1991. Evelyn Svec Ward (1921-1989) was a pioneer in 
the contemporary fiber art movement, one of the first of a growing number of artists who, 
since the 1950s, have explored the expressive possibilities of fabric and fibrous materials 
to create works of art. In a statement included in the exhibition catalogue, she said. 
Texture and the tactile aspects of fiber and fabric are most appealing to me, as are the 
qualities inherent in natural materials. With a needle as my tool, and materials such as 
linen, cotton, or various bast fibers, I feel completely free to work in many directions, and 
I see unlimited possibilities for expression." 

Always eager to educate the public about contemporary fiber art, she helped to 
organize and wrote the catalogue for a major exhibition of works by international fiber 
artists, Fiberworks, at The Cleveland Museum of Art in 1977. During her lifetime her 
work was widely exhibited— at the Cleveland Museum’s annual May Shows and in the 
annual juried shows of the Museum-affiliated Textile Art Alliance-and in galleries locally, 
nationwide, and abroad. The 53 works in this memorial exhibition trace the development 
of her work from 1965 to 1988. 
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Evelyn Ward was born in the Cleveland suburb of Solon, where, except for frequent 
trips abroad, particularly to Mexico, she lived most of her Hfe. She attended Otterbein 
College in Westerville, Ohio, graduating in 1943, and then worked as an assistant in The 
Cleveland Museum of Art’s Textile Department, where she acquired a knowledge of textile 
techniques which she adapted to her own creative work. In 1952 she took a leave of 
absence from the Museum to pursue graduate studies at the Sorbonne, the University of 
Paris, and in 1955 resigned her job to devote full time to her art. 

Her first pieces were abstract wall panels in which she explored color, texture, and 
pattern by embroidering and stitching fabrics and fibers to coarsely woven cloth. By the 
early 1970s she had developed a method of manipulating fibers to create large free- 
standing or hanging works which are sculptiural in feeling. She also used the traditional 
techniques of knitting and network with natural fibers, creating lacey web-like forms 
which she shaped and then stiffened with a pol 3 rvinyl acetate coating. When beginning a 
new work, she said, "I have a visual image of the completed piece; but as the work 
progresses, it is always exciting to realize how the materials themselves help dictate the 
final form— often changing, or adding to, the original idea." 

In the 1980s she began a series of small panel pieces inspired by the landscape and 
culture of Oaxaca in southern Mexico, where she and her artist husband, William E. 

Ward, chief designer at The Cleveland Museum of Art, spent a month each year. In these 
late works, titled the Oaxaca Series. Mixteca Series, and Totonundoo Series, she stitched 
and glued the fibers and roots of Mexican plants, handmade paper, and clay beads to 
linen or cotton canvas to create delicate and subtly colored collages which suggest the 
weathered walls, thatched roofs, vegetation, and traditional crafts of Oaxaca. 
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The exhibition, which will be installed in the Museum’s Gallery 240, is 
accompanied by a fully illustrated catalogue with a foreword by Evan H. Turner, director 
of the Museum, and an introduction and tribute by art historian Mildred Constantine. 
Barbara Kathman, fiber artist and instructor in the Museum’s Department of Education 
and Public Programs, will talk about Evelyn Ward’s work in the exhibition at 1:30 pm on 
Wednesday, January 30, and Sunday, February 3. Three other programs on the 
contemporary fiber movement are scheduled in the Museum’s Recital Hall on three 
Wednesdays in January at 2:15 pm. Miss Kathman will present the first two slide- 
illustrated programs, on January 16 discussing "Early Innovators in the Fiber Movement," 
and on January 23 "The Contributions of the Next Generation." The final program, on 
January 30, will consist of films on well-known fiber artists: Lenore Tawnev (13 min.), 
Gerhardt Knodel (13 min.), and Christo: Ten Works in Progress (52 min.). 

The exhibition is assisted by a grant from the Ohio Arts Council. Following its 
Cleveland showing, it will be on view at the Battelle Fine Arts Center, Otterbein College, 
Westerville, Ohio, from April 1 through May 5, 1991. 
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For additional information, photographs, or color slides, please contact Ann Edwards, 
Public Information, The Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland OH 
44106; 216/421-7340. 




